June 2nd, 2002

Hi Gavin

Hi again. This will probably be the last letter before you get here. Allowing 7 – 8 days for postage means that a letter next week would arrive after you have left for San Diego. Also, this letter may not get to you until after your 10 days at sea with the navy. 

Good to hear from you again. But don’t get married – at least not for the reasons you gave!! Don’t be too proud to accept money from people in your family. If you need some help, just ask. I see monetary help as no different from other types of help such as looking up things for you on the Internet, or making inquiries about schools and jobs. These are all just different aspects of helping each other. Think about it.

When we finished talking on the ‘phone I just caught the tail end of the news summary. They were, for a reason I didn’t hear, talking about AK-47s. They mentioned that over 100 million have been produced and they are used in 55 armies. [PS: Just heard on a later news bulletin that the issue is about who holds the copyright/ownership to the rifle. When Galashnikov invented the rifle at the end of WWII, the Soviet Union was not a signatory to the World Copyright Convention. That meant that anyone could copy it without any problem. And they did! But now, Russia is a signatory. A recent court case found that the original owners do have the copyright, which means that other manufactures of the rifle will have to start paying royalties for making the rifle.]

It will be good to see you for a couple of weeks. I have included a bus ticket. As mentioned on the ‘phone, a new company has taken over. At present, they are using large old buses with orange colouring. So look out for a bus like that. Remember that the buses leave every hour at 5 minutes before the hour, i.e., 10:55, 11:55, etc. I guess the bus leaves from the same area. Also remember that the bus does a circular loop and does not park there for long. If you cannot get the hotel bus, take public airport bus E34 which stops at the terminus below my window. 

Checked a few minutes ago on the Internet for the latest results in the World Rugby 7s. The last of the 11 tournaments was held at Cardiff, Wales on Friday and Saturday. But the results are not yet posted on the Internet. As mentioned previously, NZ has already won the series but if they win this last tournament, that would give them 7 wins out of 11. Also saw that the Canterbury Crusaders won the Super 12 tournament for the 4th time in the 5 years the tournament has been going. The tri-nations tournament will start soon. Later the Commonwealth Games will be held in Manchester, England. The Games now include a 7s tournament. 

Few entries in my diary, so we’ll see how much more I can write. Mosquitoes are becoming a problem in Hong Kong and the Government is worried about the spread of diseases such as malaria and dengue fever. They are trying to clamp down on pools of stagnant water left in places such as construction sites. There has been trouble with another restaurant chain. They have been forcing employees to work on their one day a week off in breach of their contracts and the HK Employment ordinance. That means the staff will be allowed to have their days off. But, there is the concern that the restaurant may close down and start up business in China. It is possible that other businesses may do the same. HK companies have the advantage of being able to go to China, which could cause problems with the HK economy and with employment opportunities. 

The World Cup has started but I don’t think I will be following it that much. There is concern here about a large increase in illegal betting on the outcomes of the games. Just the other day, betting on the Internet and through other channels was made illegal. The Police have estimated that triad-run betting syndicates could make as much as $2 million a day through this illegal betting. The Police also announced the arrest of people linked to one of these syndicates. We’ll see how much success they have in the next month. 

Saw on TV the rescue helicopter crash on Mt Hood in Oregon. You probably saw it too. 

That’s about all I can write this week. 

Thinking of you. Cheers.
Dad
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